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Les Phillips Cup Final: After falling short in last season’s final, Shepton Mallet made amends
on Sunday afternoon, beating Barnstaple Town 3-1 to secure their first ever Les Phillips Cup.
Playing at the same venue in Tiverton as they had done 12 months previously, Mallet pulled
after in the second half to claim victory. On a beautiful sunny afternoon, the game started at
breakneck speed, with Shepton’s Cam Allen opening the scoring in the second minute putting
the finishing touches on his sides opening attacking foray. Town weren’t here to make up the
numbers however, and they got back on level terms after only minutes, with Billy Tucker’s pin-
point cross converted by teammate Matty Andrew. An entertaining opening half continued
with Shepton pushing to go back ahead, and after going close on a couple occasions, they were
handed a penalty on the half hour. Barnstaple keeper Liam Kingston was not to be beaten
however, diving to his left to keep out Jacob Sloggett’s spot kick and keeping the game locked
at one apiece as the players headed off for half time.

In a mirror image of the first half, both sides came out flying in the second period, and
Sloggett was quick to atone for his earlier penalty miss, putting his side 2-1 ahead following an
excellent solo effort. The Devon side looked to hit back again, and came within inches of doing
so, only to see the ball cannon back into safety off the foot of the post. The benches started to
empty on both sides, with coaches looking for fresh legs, and it was Shepton’s Charlie Bateson
who made the desired impact, scoring ten minutes after coming on to make it 3-1 midway
through the second half. Cheered on by a strong following, Mallet maintained their two-goal
advantage for the remainder of the game, managing to finally get the upper hand over
Barnstaple this term at the third time of asking.
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In a playoff winners special, the latest podcast firstly catches up with Falmouth
boss Andrew Westgarth, who gives his take on a historic season for the Cornish
club. lan then chats with Brislington manager, Lee Perks, who looks ahead to
their Premier Division return following their dramatic playoff final victory.
http://toolstationleague.com/season-2023-24-podcast-episode-40/
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